The impact of cultural and familial context on behavioral and emotional problems of preschool Latino children.
This study examined the impact of financial, cultural, and family variables on the incidence of behavioral and emotional problems in a group of two- and three-year-old Latino children. The vulnerability of these children to mental health problems stems from the many challenges faced by their families, especially those associated with acculturation and poverty. Results indicate that most problems experienced by the children were related to depression and social withdrawal. Children were at greatest risk whose parents had immigrated from Central America, whose families relied more extensively on internal coping strategies such as passive resignation, and whose parents were dissatisfied with their family's interactions.